
 

City of God: St. Augustine’s - Parkland  

NEWSLETTER  
 
December 1, 2025  

 
 

All are welcome to join our confirmands in reading a chapter of  
Luke’s Gospel a day from December 1st - 24th! 

Folks are also welcome to join the confirmand’s in the daily Advent Devotional  
from On Eagle’s Wings which you can find here.  

 

Help our kids help kids! 
For the past few years our parish youth have donated their time to sit and collect 
donations for the Kinsmen Christmas Hampers at the Red Apple store in Stony Plain. 
Unfortunately scheduling just didn’t work out in our favor this year so our Confirmand’s 
are collecting here! They’ve sent in this poem to help encourage donations: 

In this season wrapped in wonder,​
When stars above shine bright,​

A simple toy can fill a child​
With joy that warms the night. 

Give a gift of Christmas magic—​
A teddy, book, or game—​

And help a little heart to know​
They’re loved in Jesus’ name. 

If you are able to help, please bring an unwrapped toy (or you can leave a monetary 
donation here at the church) by noon on Wednesday, December 10th 

 

https://oneagleswings.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Advent-Reflections-2025-Colour-for-web.pdf?fbclid=IwRlRTSAOZlc9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEewizQ6ekLAbyEOIfWzj0fYZlWYP2MMOi6qWWTeeVLLwCKozev5wrxW6Sl5Kc_aem_Pjz1bBquKqtq69n6wWcwDg


 

 

Saturday, December 13th  
Tickets $25 each, For 12 & under - $15 

Doors open at 6:30pm, Show starts at 7pm 
 

Betty will be at the church to sell tickets for 'A Christmas Carol' on Tuesdays from 11 to 1 
and on Wednesdays from 10:30 until noon from now until December 10th 

Or you can contact the church office and we’ll have someone get in touch with you. 
 

REMINDER: This is a Parish Fundraiser so it’s up to 
EVERYONE to sell tickets to ensure it’s a great success! 

Have YOU bought your tickets? Have you sold another pair 
to some friends? We need community engagement too!  

 

 
Battery operated candles (labelled with your name) and poinsettias are needed 
for the night of the Christmas Carol! They can be dropped off at the church on: 

-​ Sunday, December 7th at the service 
-​ Tuesday, December 9th during Auggie’s between 11-1pm 
-​ Wednesday, December 10th between 10:30-noon 



 

 
 

Tabernacle Candle:  
The candle was not sponsored this week 

·  
 

 
If you would like to sponsor the candle for $10 in memory of a loved one (perhaps on a birthday, 
anniversary or other important date), please do let us know! We are not limited to one sponsor per 
week.  

Dec. 7th - Jack & Sue Burgess in celebration of their 59th Wedding Anniversary on Dec. 10th 
- Margaret Whelan in loving memory of her dear friend Jean Janes 

Dec. 14th - Helen Steinburg in loving memory of her mother Beatrice 
- Barb Ford in loving memory of Bob 

Dec. 21st - Margaret Whelan in loving memory of her parents Michael & Theresa White 

Dec. 28th - Winnie Kennair remembering Frances Eve on her anniversary 

 
 



 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week:  
-​ We pray for Primate Shane, Metropolitan Greg, and Bishop Stephen. We also pray for our clergy, Rev. 

Kevin and Rev. Lesley. 
-​ We pray for the Diocese of the Arctic, for St. George’s in Devon, for the Kobero Parish in the Buyé Diocese, 

for the Samson Cree Nation, and for the Anglican Church of Australia. 
-​ We pray for our dear friends at St. John the Divine in Onoway who are joining us virtually this morning. 
-​ We pray for those who are ill, injured, or bereaved; and for all who need God's healing presence, especially 

remembering Louise, Val, Robin, Cheryle, Ruby, and Annette 
-​ We pray for the repose of the soul of Phyllis Stagg and for all who mourn her loss 
-​ We pray for our Confirmands: Laelia, Sabine, Irene, Levi, and Lael. 
-​ In our own parish this week, we pray for Rex & Debbie, Myrna, Tony & Heather, Trevor & Fiona, Reva; and 

their families. 
Please note: Submitted names will be kept on the prayer list for a period of two weeks unless intentionally renewed. 

 

 
 ACW MEETING 

December 10th at One O’Clock 
We will be decorating Ginger Bread Cookies 

All ladies are welcome to join us for decorating, visiting, treats & fun. 
Sign up sheet on the Bulletin Board. 

 

 
The Bible Course runs Mondays at 7pm!  

Please use the MAIN DOORS to enter. 



 

 

 
 

As you are aware, very dear friends of ours had their email hacked last week and emails were sent out looking 
to scam their family and friends for gift cards. The scammer posed as our friends and presented a very sad story 
about needing help getting Amazon gift cards. Luckily, as far as we know, anyone who was believing it did 
figure out it was a scam before it was too late. These scammers prey on our desire to help those we care about 
and create very convincing story lines to do it. Please do protect yourselves!  
 
While we’re all gearing up for the Christmas season, we automatically become more vulnerable to these 
predators. If you receive any phone calls or emails from anyone who is needing money or gift cards for any 
reason at all, please do question it immediately and seek confirmation outside of the original message.  
 
A parishioner shared the following in response to our emails about it last week: 
 
“I received information supposedly from the Government of Alberta stating that there was an audit for 2024 
and that I was entitled to a refund of $24 and change. I checked with Drayden Registries on the morning of 
November 27, 2025, and relayed the same information as I stated here. The representative I spoke to said that it 
was a scam. I want to get the word out that this message almost had me fooled into providing  my personal 
information. 
 
 I received a text message a few minutes ago, which reads as follows at verbatim: Alberta notice: "Your vehicle 
was recorded at 41 km/h in a school zone. To resolve this infraction and avoid a driver's license penalties or 
court action,  pay the fine here."  then it gives a url address.  
Folks, let me share some knowledge with you.  

#1. It is the holiday season, so the scammers will try to pass off that they are collecting money for 
charity. They should be carrying photo identification including who they are and what charity they are 
representing. 
#2. Photo radar tickets for moving violations can be mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle 
showing the time, date, location, license, and finally, the plate,as well as the make of the vehicle.  
#3. Personal service of a ticket for a moving violation is usually done by a peace officer at/or as close as 
possible at the time of the offence. It is served by a peace office or police officer. 

 



 

My suggestion is if you received a text message like I did, ignore it and delete it. If you respond to it, they can 
get your cell phone number and possibly other personal information, depending on how sophisticated and tech 
savvy he/she is. If you do have a conversation with the alleged authorized person who sent the text, ask a few 
questions like, What was the make of the vehicle involved in the infraction or what was the license plate number, 
do you have any pictures of the said vehicle. Where and what time was the infraction committed? If they can't 
answer the questions  or can't or won't provide proof, or if you ask to speak to a supervisor and they won't let 
you, my suggestion is to just hang up. 
 
Another scam that has been successful to a degree is, someone will claim to be calling from Service Canada. 
They will indicate that they need your Social Insurance Number, (S.I.N.). If you should get such a call, just hang 
up. Don't entertain the phone number any longer. People new to Canada and senior citizens seem to be the most 
targeted. Unfortunately, people in both of these groups have given out their sin numbers as well as other 
personal information. 
 
If you are a victim of any of the scams as previously noted, notify your local police. In case of the scam 
involving sin numbers, notify the police, get a copy of your statement along with a police file number and go in 
person to the nearest Service Canada office to report the incident.” 
 
Many scams and fraud attempt to imitate government services in order to gain access to your personal and 
financial information. 

It may be a scam if someone: 

●​ Demands immediate payment 
●​ Uses threatening language 
●​ Sends you a link and ask you to click on it 
●​ Asks for personal or financial information 
●​ Requests payment by cryptocurrency or gift cards 

If you are in doubt, take a minute to ask yourself why you are being contacted. It's okay to ask questions and 
say no. 

You should report all scams or fraud to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC), even if you were not a 
victim. 

Currently the hard-luck scam seems to be the most common as we do all want to help eachother more this 
time of year. It’s not always done by email, they will phone you as well. Although seniors are often targeted 
in these types of scams, anyone can be a victim 

The most common variation – The grandparent scam is where a person, usually an elderly person receives a 
phone call from somebody claiming to be a family member who is in some kind of distress. 

For example, the scammer pretends to be their grandson and they need money sent right now because: 

●​ they've been arrested, 



 

●​ they've been robbed, or 
●​ they've been in an accident 

The problem with this is that the caller really isn't the relative that they claim to be and your money is 
going to the scammer. Often, all the information the scammer needs to pull off the scam is provided on social 
media or simply by the victim themselves. 

This scam has evolved and become even far more sophisticated - the voice used in the phone call may be 
altered to sound real. This is accomplished using digital manipulation, likely with the help of A.I. (Artificial 
Intelligence). 

Automatically be suspicious of: 

●​ anyone asking for money, or gift cards. 
●​ be extra suspicious if the money is requested through a wire (which are difficult to track and almost 

impossible to recover). 
●​ also, an increasingly common tactic, if the money is requested to be sent through a cryptocurrency 

ATM (which is also extremely difficult to recover). 

Avoid being a victim: 

●​ Ask for the name who is speaking rather than offer it. 
●​ Do not be afraid to make calls of your own. Verify identities or whereabout of the caller with other 

family members. Even if they say "don’t tell mom and dad". 
●​ Do not be afraid to say ‘no’ to the caller. You don’t need to send money immediately. 
●​ Never give your personal, banking or credit card information to anyone who calls you over the 

phone, never send cash/gift cards in the mail and never buy someone cryptocurrency under these 
circumstances. 

The CAFC collects and provides information on fraud and identity theft to protect Canadians. This 
information may help assist law enforcement with their investigations. 

Scams and fraud statistics: 2025 - As of: June 30, 2025 

●​ Reports processed: 24,411 (51,676 in 2024) 

●​ Victims of fraud: 17,094 (36,228 in 2024) 

●​ Lost to fraud: $342 M ($647 M in 2024) 

Recognize it, Report it, Stop it. If you think you or someone you know has been a victim of fraud, 
please contact the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre. 

https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/report-signalez-eng.htm


 

 
The December MOSA breakfast will be at the Fresh Grill in Stony Plain.  

Saturday 6th December at 9:00 am. 
Fresh Grill is at 5103  50th Street, which is half a block south of the roundabout,  

on the east side of 50th Street. 
 

 
2026 envelopes, for those who use envelopes,  

are now available at the church for pickup.   
Please, please tuck these away until Jan. 1, 2026. 

It is very important for finances, counting and reporting that  
you use the correct envelopes for the year. 

 

  
Return of the Monday Morning Bible Study - December 8th! 

Every Monday at 10:00 a.m. our weekly bible study will continue in the church hall. Each Monday 
the focus will be on the readings scheduled for the following Sunday. (fun fact: this is often when 
Rev. Kevin & Aglaia come up with hymn selections for the service!) All are welcome to attend! 

 



 

Rev. Kev’s Agenda: 
Aside from the many regular recurring things that he does, this is what’s coming up in his calendar. 
Friday’s will be a regularly scheduled (& needed!) day off with the exception of pastoral emergencies and 
other important functions 

●​ Monday, December 1st: The Bible Course 
●​ Wednesday, December 3rd: Copper Sky Service 
●​ Saturday, December 6th: Men’s Breakfast 
●​ Sunday, December 7th: Confirmation Class 
●​ Wednesday, December 10th: Fenwyck Heights Service 
●​ Wednesday December 10th: ACW Meeting 
●​ Saturday, December 13th: A Christmas Carol 
●​ Sunday, December 14th: Confirmation Class 
●​ Monday, December 15th: Corporation Meeting 
●​ Wednesday, December 17th: Copper Sky Service 
●​ Sunday, December 21st: Vestry Meeting 

 

Rev. Kevin can be contacted by calling the church at 780-962-5131 or by email at 
parklandpriest@gmail.com. In pastoral emergencies he can be reached at 780-993-9985 

 

 
Please note: Our December 12th Games Night has been cancelled to allow for set-up for 

our production of A Christmas Carol is the following night. 
 

 
Upcoming Auggie’s special events: 

Tuesday, December 2nd - local musical group Canticle Creek will be  
performing Christmas music during lunch. 

Tuesday, December 16th - Auggie’s Christmas meal. 
Tuesday, December 23rd - Auggie’s Cafe is closed. 

mailto:parklandpriest@gmail.com


 

Upcoming events: 

Saturday, December 6th: MOSA Breakfast 
Wednesday, December 10th: ACW Meeting 
Saturday, December 13th - A Christmas Carol 
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