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O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Pre-Service Hymn)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times once gave the law, in cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from every foe deliver them
that trust your mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - CP 88
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a King;
born to reign in us forever: now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Gathering of the Community
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
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be with you all.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
People to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us say together the Collect of the Day,
All: God of power and mercy,
you call us once again
to celebrate the coming of your Son.
Remove those things which hinder love of you,
that when he comes,
he may find us waiting in awe and wonder
for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
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one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading (Andrea)

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The
Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with
all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will
change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at
the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Canticle 3 - Surely it is God Who Saves Me
Surely it is God who saves me; I shall trust and have no fear.
For the Lord defends and shields me and his saving help is near.
So rejoice as you draw water from salvation’s healing spring;
in the day of your deliverance thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

Make God’s deeds known to the peoples: tell out his exalted name.
Praise the Lord, who has done great things; all his works God’s might proclaim.
Zion, lift your voice in singing; for with you has come to dwell,
in your very midst, the great and Holy One of Israel.

Second Reading (Hazel)

A READING FROM THE  LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Hark the Glad Sound! - CP 98
Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes, the Saviour promised long:
let every heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song.

Christ comes, the prisioners to release in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst; the iron fetters yield.

Christ comes, the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure,
and from the treasuries of grace to bless the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, thy welcome shall proclaim;
and heaven’s eternal arches ring with thy beloved name.

Gospel

Reader THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
People Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." And the crowds
asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has two coats must
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise." Even tax collectors
came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them,
"Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what
should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John
answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." So, with many other
exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
The Gospel of Christ.

People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith

The Apostle’s Creed
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Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Paula)

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant invites people to confession in these are similar words

Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

The officiant and people say together,

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name.  Amen.

Celebrant says,
Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you.

Prepare the Way, O Zion - CP 102
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet one who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.

Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.

He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.

Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Saviour’s rule embrace.
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him.

Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: Let us pray,
All: God of hope,
renew in us the joy of your salvation
and make us a living sacrifice to you,
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for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 2

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer. He is your living Word, through whom you have created all things.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our human nature.
He lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring release to those who
place their hope in you; and so he won for you a holy people.
He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might shatter
the chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and despair. By his resurrection he
brings us into the light of your presence.
Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Holy and gracious God, accept our praise…
Celebrant Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, ...All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and forever.
People Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
People We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God.
People Thanks be to God.

One Bread, One Body, One Lord of All - CP 73
One bread, one body, one Lord of all,
one cup of blessing which we bless -
and we, though many, throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more.

One bread, one body...

Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all.

One bread, one body...

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all.

One bread, one body...

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Let us pray.

All: Merciful God,
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may this eucharist free us from our sins,
fill us with unending joy,
and prepare us for the birthday of our Saviour.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
who is Lord now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Glory to God,
People: whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

How Firm a Foundation - CP 527
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said, to you who to Jesus for refuge have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply:
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose I will not - I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, I’ll never - no, never - no, never forsake!”

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Please remember in your prayers this week:
- We pray for Metropolitan Greg, Primate Linda, and Bishop Stephen. We also pray for our

clergy, Father Neil, Rev. John and Rev. Lesley.
- We pray for the Diocese of The Territory of the People, British Columbia. Christ Church,

Edmonton: Susan Oliver, Rector; Maureen Crerar and Martin Garber-Conrad, Honorary
Assistants; Arlene Young and Sheila Moorey, Vocational Deacons; Alison Hurlburt,
Parish Evangelist; Ronald Laginski, Administrative Assistant. Buyé Diocese, Rwiri
Parish: Gabriel Manirakiza, catechist. Métis Nation of Alberta.

- in the world Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Anglican Church of Canada.
- We pray for the sick, the bereaved and those with special needs, especially remembering

Linda & Joe, Larry & Tina, Bill, George & Doreen, Margaret, Stephen, Bud & Anne,
Vicki, and Maxine.

- In our own parish this week, we pray for Reva, Sheila, Sheka, Hedy, Joe; and their
families.
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