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Prepare the Way of the Lord (Pre-Service Hymn)
Prepare the way of the Lord,
prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see
the salvation of our God.

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness - CP 106
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod:
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hill brought low;
make straight all the crooked places where the Lord our God may go!

O Zion, give voice to good tidings, ascend to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their King.
The works of pride all perish, like flowers they shall decay;
the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away.

But your word, O God, is faithful, your arm, O Lord, is strong;
you stand in the midst of nations, and you will right the wrong.
You will feed your flock like a shepherd, and fold the lambs to your breast;
in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, and give to the weary rest.

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod:
prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hill brought low;
make straight all the crooked places where the Lord our God may go!

Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Gathering of the Community
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
People And also with you.
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Celebrant Almighty God,
People to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God
Celebrant Glory to God in the highest,
People and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us say together the Collect of the Day,
All: Almighty God,
who sent your servant John the Baptist
to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah,
inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth,
to turn our disobedient hearts to you,
that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge,
we may stand with confidence before his glory;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading (Elizabeth)

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF MALACHI
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM - Canticle 19 - Our God and Father Bless
Our God and Father bless, for by his sworn decree
he sends to us in power divine the promised Lord of David's line,
fulfilling all his love's design to save and set us free.

His ancient purpose stands, unchanged for evermore,
that we and all who find a place within his covenant of grace
may freely come before his face to worship and adore.

Let truth prepare his path, let righteousness increase!
that from the shade of nature's night to dawn of heaven's glory bright
the ransomed children of the light may walk the way of peace.

Second Reading (Betty)

A READING FROM THE  LETTER OF PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS
I thank my God every time I remember you, -constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, -because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. -I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by
the day of Jesus Christ. -It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me
in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defence and confirmation of the gospel. -For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with
the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and
more with knowledge and full insight -to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, -having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Refiner’s Fire
Purify my heart, let me be as gold and precious silver.
Purify my heart, let me be as gold, pure gold.

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy
set apart for You Lord. I choose to be holy,
set apart for You my master; ready to do Your will.

Purify my heart, cleanse me from within
and make me holy. Purify my heart
cleanse me from my sin, deep within.

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy
set apart for You Lord. I choose to be holy,
set apart for You my master; ready to do Your will.

Gospel

Reader THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO LUKE
People Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, -as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth; -and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
The Gospel of Christ.

People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith

The Apostle’s Creed

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People (Elizabeth)

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant invites people to confession in these are similar words

Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

The officiant and people say together,

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
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that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name.  Amen.

Celebrant says,
Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness;
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you.

Mighty to Save
Ev’ryone needs compassion, love that’s never failing.
Let mercy fall on me. Ev’ryone needs forgiveness,
the kindness of a Saviour, the hope of nations.

Saviour, He can move the mountains. My God is mighty to save.
He is mighty to save. Forever, author of salvation.
He rose and conquered the grave. Jesus conquered the grave.

So take me as you find me, all my fears and failures.
Fill my life again. I give my life to follow
ev’rything I believe in. Now I surrender.

Saviour, He can move the mountains. My God is mighty to save.
He is mighty to save. Forever, author of salvation.
He rose and conquered the grave. Jesus conquered the grave.

Shine your light, and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory
of the risen king. Jesus.

Shine your light, and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory
of the risen king. Jesus.

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: Let us pray,
All: God our strength,
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we are nothing without you.
Receive all we offer you this day
as you sustain us with your mercy;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 2

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant We give you thanks and praise, almighty God, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer. He is your living Word, through whom you have created all things.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh of the Virgin Mary and shared our human nature.
He lived and died as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
In fulfilment of your will he stretched out his hands in suffering, to bring release to those who
place their hope in you; and so he won for you a holy people.
He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows, and to give up his life on the cross, that he might shatter
the chains of evil and death, and banish the darkness of sin and despair. By his resurrection he
brings us into the light of your presence.
Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Holy and gracious God, accept our praise…
Celebrant Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, ...All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and forever.
People Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
People We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God.
People Thanks be to God.

We Hail Thee Now, O Jesus - CP 80
We hail thee now, O Jesus: thy presence here we own,
though sight and touch have failed us, and faith perceives alone.
Thy love has veiled thy glory and hid thy power divine,
in mercy to our weakness, beneath an earthly sign.

We hail thee now, O Jesus: in silence hast thou come,
for all the hosts of heaven with wonderment are dumb -
so great the condescension, so marvellous the love,
which for our sakes, O Saviour, have drawn thee from above.

We hail thee now, O Jesus: for law and type have ceased,
and thou in each communion art sacrifice and priest.
We make this great memorial in union, Lord, with thee,
and plead thy death and passion to cleanse and set us free.

We hail thee now, O Jesus: for death is ever near,
and in thy presence only its terrors disappear.
Dwell with us, living Saviour, and guide us through the night,
till shadows end in glory, and faith is lost in sight.
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Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Let us pray.

All:Faithful God,
we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet.
Help us always to hear the prophet's call
to turn our hearts to you;
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: Glory to God,
People: whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Hark, A Herald Voice is Sounding - CP 108
Hark, a herald voice is sounding: “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say.
“Cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!”

Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us all, with deep repentance, pray that we may be forgiven,

that when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us, and with words of love draw near.

Honour, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run.

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Please remember in your prayers this week:
- We pray for Metropolitan Greg, Primate Linda, and Bishop Stephen. We also pray for our

clergy, Father Neil, Rev. John and Rev. Lesley.
- We pray for theDiocese of Saskatoon: the Rt. Rev. Chris Harper, Bishop. All Saints’

Cathedral, Edmonton: Alexandra Meek, Rector and Dean; Ruth Sesink Bott, Vicar; Robin
Gibbons, International Ecumenical Canon; Fr. Michael Lapsley, Honorary Canon for
Healing and Reconciliation; Scott Sharman, Canon Theologian in Mission; Gwen Bright,
Alan Perry, Honorary Assistants; John Gee, Honorary Vocational Deacon; Sara Kate
Edwards-Smith, Executive Assistant. Buyé Diocese, Mbaba Parish: Jeremy Ndikumana,
catechist. All First Nations people of Treaty 6.

- in the world Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the  Anglican Church of Burundi.
- We pray for the sick, the bereaved and those with special needs, especially remembering

Linda & Joe, Larry, Bill, Doreen, Margaret, Stephen, Bud & Anne, Vicki, and Maxine.
- In our own parish this week, we pray for Barb, Myrna, Owen & Karla, Trevor & Fiona,

Tony & Heather; and their families.
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