City of God: St. Augustine’s - Parkland

NEWSLETTER
December 20th, 2021

Another joyful service yesterday celebrating the fourth Sunday of Advent! We saw the fourth candle lit
and enjoyed the musical talents of Agalia, Ian, and Andrea. Thanks to all who assisted!

Last night was our Blue Christmas service. After a lovely service of hope and remembrance we left
the building in time to see the clouds had opened just enough to allow a beautiful blue moon to shine
down on us all. Unfortunately none of us managed to capture its true beauty in a picture.

Reminders:
·Answers for Father Neil’s Christmas Quiz are due tomorrow by midnight if you choose to test
yourself!
·NEW church envelopes have arrived and are ready for pick up!
·We are on Facebook! Search for us as St. Augustine’s Parkland or St. Augustine’s Parkland
Anglican Church, both accounts share the same info.
·If you have any parish news or events you would like to share, please do contact Michelle in the
office to have it included in our weekly newsletter!
·If you have any prayer requests for our weekly intercessions, let Michelle know that as well.

A reminder that we do have a wonderful Bible Study group meeting every week. Come join us on
Mondays at 10am at the church. Upcoming bible readings are:December 26th: 1 SAMUEL 2: 18-20,
26, COLOSSIANS 3: 12-17, and LUKE 2: 41-52. The readings on January 2nd will be: ISAIAH 60:
1-6, EPHESIANS 3: 1-12, and MATTHEW 2: 1-12.

Thank you Bob & Ian for helping our sign shine again!

Please note, there will be no Sunday School on December 27 or January 2, 2022. We will resume
again on January 9, 2022. Please remember there are grab bags with activities for the children in the
Hall where the small tables are set up (Something to do in the Pew) that children are welcome to grab
on non-Sunday School days.
The Sunday School team wishes everyone a safe and joyous Christmas.

Neighbourlink would like to thank all who helped fill Stockings for Seniors. The tremendous response
they received made the project a huge success! Thank you!

Father Neil has a fun little quiz to test your all around Christmas knowledge! Submit your answers to
ngordon@shaw.ca by midnight on December 21st. Good luck!
1. What is collective name for turkeys?
2. How many gifts did ‘my true love’ send over the 12 days of Christmas?
3. According to the hymn, to whom did the angels say the first Nowell?
4. What links ilex, Tiffany’s and Saturn?
5. What sort of being is Santa?
6. What is the link between the Grinch and Tony the Tiger?
7. St. Nicholas is the patron saint of which Scottish city?
8. To whom did the old slang term ‘St. Nicolas men’ refer?
9. In ‘Adam Family Christmas’ what is wrong with the Christmas tree?
10. Christmas island is part of which country?
11. Which of the following are real Christmas superstitions:
a) It is bad luck to take mistletoe down: you need to leave it up and change it next Christmas
b) Holly protects your house from lightening and witches
c) Fish scales should be placed under dinner plates to ensure good luck
d) A put of honey on the Christmas table will protect against evil
e) A silver coin was put in plum puddings and the finder will have luck in the coming year
f) Do not start Christmas dinner until a star is first seen in the evening sky
g) Single girls put some of their Christmas dinner on the floor. Whichever scraps the dog eats
first, that girl will be the next married.
12. There is a Bethlehem in which US states?
13. Where does the Queen usually spend Christmas Day?
14. A London Baker, Tom Smith, invented what Christmas item in 1847?
15. Where was I when I saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus?
16. What do the songs ‘Jingle Bells’, ‘Winter Wonderland’ and ‘Sleighride’ all have in common?
17. Rat and Mole hear field mice singing carols in which book, published in 1908?
18. What is the name of the Christmas game that was big in 18th and 19th century where people took
turns trying to snatch raisins from a bowl or dish of burning brandy or other spirit and eating them
while still alight?

19. What is the first Christmas carol to ever to be played on the radio anywhere?
20. What Christmas food is made from ‘marsh whorts?
21. In the Canadian West in the mid 1800s the following were eaten as part of Christmas dinner,
except for which dish? Fish drowned in buffalo marrow, boiled buffalo hump, beaver tail, bear
liver, boiled moose nose, buffalo veal.
22. In 1898 Canada was the first country to issue this common Christmas item. What is it?
23. Who tells you she’s in town by tap, tap, tapping on your window pane?
24. What church council established Advent with four Sundays and 12 days of Christmas?
25. In the Jewish tradition the Messiah will be first announced from Migdal Eder. Where is that?
26. Match the Christmas quote with the author:
a) The little Strangs say ‘the good words’ as they call them, before going to bed, aloud and at their
father’s knee, or rather in the pit of his stomach. One of them was heard lately to day ‘Forgive
us our christmases, as we forgive those who christmas against us”
b) ‘But Gold was not all. The other kings bring Frank Innocence and Mirth’. Darcourt was startled,
then delighted. ‘That is very fine, Yerko, is it your own?’ “No, it is in the story. I saw it in New
York. The kings say ‘we bring you Gold, Frank Innocence and Mirth’
‘Santa simplictas’ said Darcourt, raising his eyes to mine. “If there were only more Mirth in the
message He has left us. We miss it sadly, in the world we have made. And Frank Innocence.
Oh, Yerko, you dear man’
c) For us, I repeat, not Himself. Before all time He was born of a much nobler birth of the Father.
He did not need to be born of a mother. Nor for the angels, moreover, who because they had
Him great did not need him as a small child. For us, then, he was born, and given to us,
because we needed Him
d) I do hope that your Christmas has a touch of Eternity in among the rush and pitter-patter and
all. It always seems like such a mixing of this world and the next – but after all that is the idea.
e) From the baking aisle to the post office line to the wrapping paper bin in the attic, women
populate every dark corner of Christmas. Who got up at 4 AM to put the ham in the oven? A
woman. Who sent the Christmas card describing her eighteen-year old’s incarceration as a
‘short break before college’? A woman. Who remembered to include batteries at the bottom of
every stocking? A woman. Who gets credit for pulling it off? Santa.
- Rachel Held Evans
- St. Bernard of Clairvaux
- Samuel Butler
- Robertson Davies
-Evelyn Underhill

Tabernacle Candle:
The candle is sponsored this week by Helen Steinburg in loving memory of her mother Beatrice and
by Greg Hanna & Eileen Cust in memory of Jean Shaul

If you would like to sponsor the candle for $10 in memory of a loved one (perhaps on a birthday,
anniversary or other important date), please do let us know! We are not limited to one sponsor per
week.
Upcoming dates:
Dec. 26th

· Winnie Kennair in memory of her mother Francis Eve
· Barb Ford in loving memory of husband Bob

Jan. 2nd

· Greta Baggs in loving memory of daughter Dianne on her birthday. “Love
you Di”

Jan. 9th

· Winnie Kennair in loving memory of Ted.

Jan. 16th

· Barb Ford in celebration of her mom’s 98th birthday!

Jan. 23rd

· Open

Jan. 30th

· Open

Please remember in your prayers this week:
-

-

We pray for Metropolitan Greg, Primate Linda, and Bishop Stephen. We also pray for our
clergy, Father Neil, Rev. John and Rev. Lesley.
We pray for the Diocese of Toronto: the Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil, Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Riscylla
Shaw, the Rt. Rev. Kevin Robertson, Suffragan Bishops. Good Shepherd, Edmonton: Jordan
Haynie Ware, Rector; Tom Dean, Honorary Assistant; Michelle Yee, Administrative Assistant.
Buyé Hospital Chaplaincy: Daniel Bizimana, Chaplain. Alexander First Nation.
in the world Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa.
We pray for the sick, the bereaved and those with special needs, especially remembering
Linda & Joe, Bill, George & Doreen, Margaret, Stephen, Bud, Vicki, Maxine, Mildred, Charles
and Lauren.
In our own parish this week, we pray for Cavelle & Neal, Glenn and Vanessa, Al & Sylvia, Ruth
and Matthew, Pat & Lee; and their families.

Upcoming Events
Friday, December 24th - 4:30pm Children & Family Eucharist Service (online & in person)
Friday, December 24th - 7pm Christmas Eve Service (in person only)
Saturday, December 25th - 11am Christmas Day Service (in person only)
Sunday, December 26th - 10am First Sunday after Christmas. Join us in person or via Youtube at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkkzBUlHoFQyrqCg1GmTukw

One More Advent Chuckle:

