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Away in a Manger - CP 126 (Pre-Service Hymn)
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus - look down from on high
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with you there.

O Come All Ye Faithful - CP 118
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:
come and behold him, born the king of angels;

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

God of God, Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God, begotten not created:

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest:

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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The Gathering of the Community
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
People to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us say together the Collect of the Day,
All: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light. As we
have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour of your
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reader THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE
People Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son

She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’
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 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of Christ

People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Silent Night - CP 119
Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia,

Christ the Saviour is born.

Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

The Prayers of the People

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem - CP 120
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all the earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God’s heaven!
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

The Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: Let us pray,
All: Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer you on this holy feast. May we grow up
in him who unites our lives to yours, for he is Lord, no and forever. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer 3

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth’ we give you thanks and
praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect
man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of
your glory. Therefore with them and with all the angels of heaven, we lift our voices and sing out
our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of your name

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
God of power and might
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God…
Celebrant … Therefore, Father, according to his command,
People we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice……
Celebrant …all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
People Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
People God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.

The Communion
The gifts of God for the People of God.
People Thanks be to God.
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Shepherds in the Field Abiding - CP 135
Shepherds in the field abiding, tell us, when the seraph bright
greeted you with wondrous tiding, what you saw and heard that night.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

We beheld (it is no fable), God incarnate, king of bliss,
swathed and cradled in a stable, and the angel strain was this:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Choristers on high were singing Jesus and his virgin birth,
heavenly bells the while a-ringing, “Peace, good will to all on earth.”

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Thanks, good shepherds, true your story; let us go to Bethlehem.
Angels hymn the king of glory; carol we with you and them.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Let us pray.

All: Gather of all, tonight you have united heaven and earth in sending your Son to take
our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things share in the life of His eternal
kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Joy to the World - CP  154
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
let earth receive the King;
let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
let us glad songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,

repeat the sounding joy.

No more let wrongs and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
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far as our sin is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love.

The Dismissal
Celebrant: Go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
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