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O Come, O Come Emmanuel - CP 89
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times once gave the law, in cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from every foe deliver them
that trust your mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Dayspring from on high and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind;
O bid our bitter conflict cease, and be for us our Prince of Peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
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Celebrant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Celebrant If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,”
darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you
are both alike.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us say together the Collect of the Day,
All:Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant: My sisters and brothers in Christ, in these days of shadow and of hope let it be our
duty and delight to listen to the story of our faith, and hear again the prophets’ words of blessing
and doom. And, as we prepare to celebrate again the birth of Jesus Christ as a baby, let us
remember that he also comes to judge the just and the unjust, and to establish the reign of equity
and peace.
So let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the
mission and unity of the Church for which he died— especially in this country and within this
city. And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember in Christ’s name the
poor and the needy; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and
unloved; our elders and our young; and all those who do not yet know the love of Jesus. Lastly,
let us remember before God his blessed Mother and all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light: that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in
the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. All these prayers and
praises we humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words that Jesus taught us:

People Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus - CP 88
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a King;
born to reign in us forever: now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

The First Lesson • Genesis 3:1-15 Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast
out of the Garden of Eden (Winnie)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you
shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your
head, and you will strike his heel.”

Prayer: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Herald! Sound the Note of Judgement - CP 111
Herald! Sound the note of judgement, warning note of right and wrong,
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turning us from sin and sadness, till once more we sing the song.
Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saviour King has come!

Herald! Sound the note of gladness! Tell the news that Christ is here;
make a pathway through the desert for the one who brings God near.
Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saviour King has come!

Herald! Sound the note of pardon! Those repenting are forgiven;
God restores the wayward children, and to all new life is given.
Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saviour King has come!

Herald! Sound the note of triumph! Christ has come to share our life,
bringing God’s own love and power, granting victory in our strife.
Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saviour King has come!

The Second Lesson • Isaiah 40:1-11 God comforts his people and calls on them to
prepare for redemption (Emily)

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the
Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the
breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed
his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.

Prayer: God our hope, hear again the cry of exiles, imprisoned in a dark land of war,
hunger, and intolerance. Come among us with strength and healing and bring us back to
the world of your just and holy purpose. We ask this through Jesus Christ the Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People - CP 100
Comfort, comfort ye my people; speak ye peace: thus says your God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load;
speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them:
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
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Hark! The herald’s voice is calling in the desert far and near,
calling us to new repentance since the reign of God is here.
Oh, the warning call obey! Now prepare for Christ a way;
let the valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked; make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble as befits Messiah’s reign.
For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s Word is never broken.

The Third Lesson • Jeremiah  31:31-34 A new covenant is promised which will
be written in our hearts (Hazel)

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

Prayer: God of new beginnings, write your law within our hearts that we may love as freely
as we think and breathe, and serve as naturally as children play. Make us heralds of your
new creation,  made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Come Down, O Love Divine - CP 645
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardour glowing; O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become mine inner clothing; true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part, and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling; for none can guess its grace,
till they become the place wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling.
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The Fourth Lesson • Micah 5:2-4 The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the
village of Bethlehem (Bill C.)

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Prayer: God of small beginnings, you bring strength out of weakness and hope out of fear.
By the power of your Spirit make us, your children, followers and partners in the grand
design of your kingdom of love, rooted and revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

O Little Town of Bethlehem - CP 121
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim thy holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all the earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God’s heaven!
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

The Fifth Lesson • Isaiah 35:1-10 The prophet proclaims that God will come and
save us (Doug)

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those
who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind
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shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall
be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.

Prayer: Creating and renewing God, giving life in all its fullness, bring, we pray, all the
children of this earth to the freedom of your holy purpose. May we see your beauty and
glory in seas and lakes washed clean, in fields of plenty and forests strong, and in humanity
made whole in body, mind, and mutual care, in the pattern of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

When the King Shall Come Again - CP 109
When the King shall come again, all his power revealing,
splendour shall announce his reign, life and joy and healing;
earth no longer in decay, hope no more frustrated,
this is God’s redemption day longingly awaited.

In the desert, trees take root, fresh from God’s creation;
plants and flowers and sweetest fruit join the celebration;
rivers spring up from the earth, barren lands adorning.
Valleys, this is your new birth; mountains, greet the morning!

Strengthen feeble hands and knees; fainting hearts, be cheerful!
God, who comes for such as these, seeks and saves the fearful.
Deaf ears, hear the silent tongues sing away their weeping;
blind eyes, see the lifeless ones walking, running, leaping!

There God’s highway shall be seen where no roaring lion,
nothing evil or unclean, walks the road to Zion:
ransomed people homeward bound all your praises voicing,
see your Lord with glory crowned, share in his rejoicing!

The Sixth Lesson • Zephaniah 3:14-18 The Lord will be among us; we are
summoned to rejoice and sing (Rhiley)

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The
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Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

Prayer: God of our exile, we pray for peace in a world of war, for health in a world of
hunger, for harmony in a world of discord. Bring us home to the world as you would have
it be, subject to the reign of your love and grounded in the mutual care of your children.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Come, O God of All the Earth - CP 589 (congregation sings bold text)
Come, O God of all the earth: come to us, O righteous one;
come, and bring our love to birth in the glory of your Son.

Refrain: Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you!
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you!

Come, O God of wind and flame: fill the earth with righteousness;
teach us all to sing your name: may our lives your love confess.
Refrain

Come, O God of flashing light, twinkling star and burning sun;
God of day and God of night: in your light we all are one.
Refrain

Come, O God of snow and rain: shower down upon the earth;
come, O God of joy and pain, God of sorrow, God of mirth.
Refrain

Come, O Justice, come, O Peace: come and shape our hearts anew;
come and make oppression cease: bring us all to life in you.
Refrain

The Seventh Lesson • Luke 1:26-38 The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin
Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High (Helen)

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
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born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

(The people stand.)

Prayer: Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation
of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and
passion be brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Closing Prayer and Blessing
People, Look East! The Time is Near - CP 91
People, look east! The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled;
even the hour when wings are frozen God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch: when night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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Please remember in your prayers this week:
- We pray for Metropolitan Greg, Primate Linda, and Bishop Stephen. We also pray for our

clergy, Father Neil, Rev. John and Rev. Lesley.
- We pray for the Diocese of Rupert’s Land: the Rt. Rev. Geoffrey Woodcroft, Bishop. All

Saints’, Drayton Valley: Christopher Cook, Rector. Buyé Diocese, Kigina Parish:
Emmanuel Ntakirutimana, Rector. Samson Cree Nation.

- in the world Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for the Church of Bangladesh.
- We pray for the sick, the bereaved and those with special needs, especially remembering

Linda & Joe, Larry, Bill, Doreen, Margaret, Stephen, Bud & Anne, Vicki, Liz, and
Maxine.

- In our own parish this week, we pray for Patricia, Troy & Marion, Bill & Val, Paul,
Charlie; and their families.
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