
 

 

______________________________________________________________ 
Announcements. 

 
Evening Service of Light  
 
Officiant Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
The following hymn is sung.  
 
“O Gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ” on p. 690,  
 
O Gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father’s glory shone, 
Immortal, holy, blest is he, 
and blest are you, his holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes, but light shines forth, 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise, Father, Son, and Spirit” God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise, 
O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 
 
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Officiant † Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the shepherd of Israel, their pillar of cloud 
by day, their pillar of fire by night. In these forty days you lead us into the desert of 
repentance that in this pilgrimage of prayer we might learn to be your people once more. 
In fasting and service you bring us back to your heart. You open our eyes to your 
presence in the world and you free our hands to lead others to the radiant splendour of 
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your mercy. Be with us in these journey days for without you we are lost and will perish. 
To you alone be dominion and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. †  
 
Psalm 141: Like burning incense, O Lord 
 
Like burning incense, O Lord,  
let my prayer rise to you. 
 
Refrain Like burning incense, O Lord 
let my prayer rise to you. 
 
I call out to you, come quickly to my aid. 
My song cries out to you, O listen to me now. 
I raise my hands in offering to you. 
 
Refrain 
 
Let me speak your truth; watch over all I say. 
Keep my thoughts on you; let goodness rule my heart. 
Keep me far from those who do harm. 
 
Refrain 
 
Never let me dine with those who seek to harm. 
Keep your holy ones always at my side. 
Plant your wisdom deep in my soul. 
 
Refrain 
 
Look to you for help; I seek your loving eyes.  
Guard my life for  you; spare me from all wrong. 
Keep all evil far from my heart. 
 
Refrain 
 
Glory be to God and to God’s only Son, 
glory to the Spirit, three in one, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain. 
 
The Reading 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW  
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Intercessions 
  
Officiant In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
  
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those 
who are alone. 
 
For this community, our country, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 
needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth. 
 
For Jane our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For our own needs and those of others. 
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Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings. 
 
We will exalt you, O God our king; 
And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, 
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honour and glory of your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The celebrant concludes with an absolution. 
 
 
Collect 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that 
we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal 
changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The celebrant And now as our Saviour has taught us we are bold to say, 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Blessing  
 
May the God of mercy transform you by his grace, and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. 
 
Dismissal 
 
The celebrant Go in the Peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Minister exits quietly. 
 
Note: Next week’s theme looks at our practice and the importance of prayer. 
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