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Announcements and the third Advent candle is lit. 

 
Prelude      Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
 
 
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
 
People And also with you.  
 
Officiant Let us pray.  
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s Day to praise you 
for your goodness and to ask for your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is 
past, and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord.  
 
People Amen. 
 
Officiant  We were created from God’s loving heart, and that same love embraces us with 
forgiveness. God’s healing and reconciling love helps us to see our brokenness for what it is, in 
the same moment that grace and forgiveness are offered to us. Let us welcome the gift of God’s 
love, and confess before God and each other the sins that keep us from true friendship with God 
and with one another. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The officiant and people say together,  
 
Creator and loving God,  
you have searched us out and know us and all that we are is open to you.  
 
We confess that we have sinned:  
we have put up walls between ourselves and you,  
closing our hearts to your gifts.  
We have failed to respect and  
honor the gifts you have given us in creation,  
Mother Earth and all living things.  
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We squander the inheritance of generations to come.  
We have sinned against each other:  
we have put up walls between ourselves and our neighbours,  
giving in to the fear, ignorance and arrogance that make up racism.  
 
We have failed to respect the gifts of all your peoples.  
We have failed to respect the gifts of the four directions.  
We have used our power to dominate and our weakness to manipulate;  
We have evaded responsibility and failed to confront evil;  
We have trusted false gods and listened to their promises;  
We have denied dignity to ourselves and to each other;  
we have fallen into deep despair.  
 
In our despair we have forgotten you, 
and have gone away from your path.  
Forgive us for what we have done when we have hurt others; 
and forgive those who have hurt us.  
The ways we have hurt Mother Earth.  
Give us your blessing and help.  
Let us walk in your great love; through the great peacemaker, your Son, Jesus Amen. 
 
Officiant says,  
Almighty God, the Creator, forgive, heal and bless you. May he always walk with you and you 
with Him; In the great name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
People Amen.  
 
Officiant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Opening Hymn  
 
As We Are Gathered 
 
As we are gathered Jesus is here; 
One with each other, Jesus is here. 
Joined by the Spirit, washed in the blood, 
Part of the body, the church of God. 
As we are gathered Jesus is here, 
One with each other, Jesus is here. 
 
The Collect 
 
Officiant God of power and mercy, 
you call us once again 
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to celebrate the coming of your Son. 
Remove those things which hinder love of you, 
that when he comes, 
he may find us waiting in awe and wonder 
for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. .Amen. 
 
First Reading 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion - to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the 
Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the 
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are 
a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall 
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations.The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 126 

REFRAIN: The Lord has done great things for us. 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. (Refrain) 

Then they said among the nations, "The Lord has done great things for them." 

The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. (Refrain) 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negev.(Refrain) 
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Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their 
sheaves.(Refrain) 

Second Reading 

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace 
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 
do this. The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn 

Herald! Sound the Note of Judgement - CP 111 

Herald! Sound the note of judgement, warning note of right and wrong, 
turning us from sin and sadness, till once more we sing the song. 
Sound the trumpet! - Tell the message! - Christ the Saviour King has come! 
 
Herald! Sound the note of gladness! Tell the news that Christ is here; 
make a pathway through the desert for the one who brings God near. 
Sound the trumpet! - Tell the message! - Christ the Saviour King has come! 
 
Herald! Sound the note of pardon! Those repenting are forgiven; 
God restores the wayward children, and to all new life is given.  
Sound the trumpet! - Tell the message! - Christ the Saviour King has come! 
 
Herald! Sound the note of triumph! Christ has come to share our life, 
bringing God’s own love and power, granting victory in our strife. 
Sound the trumpet! - Tell the message! - Christ the Saviour King has come! 
 

Gospel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 
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Officiant THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN 

All Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not 
the Messiah." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you 
the prophet?" He answered, "No." Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they 
had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are 
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

All Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon 

Affirmation of Faith  

The Apostle’s Creed 

Officiant Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say, 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
Offertory Hymn 
 
On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry -  CP 103 
 
On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within. 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our greatest reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee whose advent doth thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 
Officiant  Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for 
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own do we 
give you. 
 
Officiant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
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Doxology 
 
Officiant Glory to God 
 
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Final Blessing 
 
May the Beauty of the Creator light your journey away from darkness, 
May you walk in the peace of Christ as He walks with you, 
and May the Great Spirit blow with the winds of the four directions 
to move you toward the life, the love and the blessings of  
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 
 
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 
 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
(repeat as many times as the spirit moves you!) 
 
 
 
Officiant Go in the peace of Christ.  
All Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Postlude   Wait for the Lord, Whose Day is Near 
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