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__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Penitential Rite  
 

The officiant may read one or more of the following sentences of scripture, or an opening 

sentence proper to the day.  

 

I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord.  Those who abide in me, and I in them, bear 

much fruit.  John 15.5 

 

The officiant says to the people,  

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, 

that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

 

Silence is kept. 

 

The officiant and people say together,  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

The priest says,  

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

People Amen.  
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Officiant O Lord, open our lips.  

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise!  

 

Officiant Lead your people to freedom, O God,  

All and banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.  

  

All Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 

now and will be forever, Amen.  

Invitatory 

Officiant  Celebrant: God is the creator and redeemer of all.   

All O come, let us worship. 

 

Opening Hymn –  
 

Hark, A Herald Voice is Sounding – CP 108 

 

Hark, a herald voice is sounding: "Christ is nigh," it seems to say. 

"Cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!" 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 

 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us all, with deep repentance, pray that we may be forgiven, 

 

that when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy he may shield us, and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honour, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Celebrant The night has passed and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and 

mind. 

All As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set 

our hearts on fire with love for you; now and forever.  Amen 

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JUDGES 4:1-7 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold 

them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army 

was Sisera, who lived in Haroshethhagoiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for 

he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. At 
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that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the 

palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites 

came up to her for judgement. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in 

Naphtali, and said to him, "The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, 'Go, take position at 

Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will 

draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots 

and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.'" 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 123  

 

To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens. 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,  

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

 

So our eyes look to the Lord our God,  

until he show us his mercy.  

 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, 

 for we have had more than enough of contempt, 

Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,  

and of the derision of the proud.  

 

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 

But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all 

children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not 

fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, 

and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and 

put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 

destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 

us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one 

another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Wisdom+3&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Wisdom+3&version=NRSV
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Gradual Hymn 

 
I Lift My Eyes Up 

 

I lift my eyes up, to the mountains 

Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from You 

Maker of heaven, Creator of the earth 

 

Oh how I need you Lord 

You are my only hope 

You're my only prayer 

 

So I will wait for you 

to come and rescue me 

Come and give me life 

 

The Gospel – MATTHEW 25:14-30 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

Jesus said, "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 

his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents 

made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 

bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made 

five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.' And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to 

me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.' Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You 

knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received 

what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 

those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, 

throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'" 
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The Gospel of Christ. 

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Affirmation of Faith  

Hear O Israel 

Celebrant Let us say Hear, O Israel 

 

Hear, O Israel, 

the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 

Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, 

with all your soul, 

with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

 

This is the first and the great commandment. 

The second is like it: 

 

Love your neighbour as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Sermon 

 

Hymn  

 
God Whose Giving Knows No Ending – CP 601 

 

God whose giving knows no ending 

from your rich and endless store 

Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom 

Costly cross, grave's shattered door 

Gifted by you turn we to you 

Offering up ourselves in praise 

Thankful song shall rise forever 

Gracious donor of our days 

 

Skills and time are ours for pressing 

Toward the goals of Christ your Son 

All at peace in health and freedom 

Races joined, the church made one 

Now direct our daily labour 

Lest we strive for self alone 
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Born with talents make us servants 

Fit to answer at your throne 

 

Treasure too you have entrusted 

Gain through powers your grace conferred 

Ours to use for home and kindred 

And to spread the gospel Word 

Open wide our hands in sharing 

As we heed Christ's ageless call 

Healing teaching and reclaiming 

Serving you by loving all 

 

Intercessions 
 

The Collect 

Officiant Almighty God, 

you sent your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the light of the world. 

Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us, 

and bring us to eternal light and joy; 

through the power of him 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

Dismissal  

 

Officiant Blessing 

 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord! 

People Thanks be to God.  
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Recessional Hymn  
 

A New Hallelujah 

 

Can you hear, there's a new song - Breaking out from the children of freedom 

Every race and every nation - Sing it out sing a new Hallelujah 

Let us sing love to the nations - Bringing hope of the grace that has freed us 

Make Him known and make Him famous - Sing it out sing to the new Hallelujah 

 

Arise - Let the church Arise - Let love reach to the other side 

Alive come alive - Let the song Arise 

 

Everyone sings a new song – Reaching out with a new Hallelujah 

Every son and every daughter – Everyone sing a new Hallelujah 

Arise - Let the church Arise - Let love reach to the other side 

Alive come alive - Let the song Arise 

 

Oh-oh-oh, oh-oh-oh, yeah! 

Let the song arise, let the song arise, yeah! 

Let the song arise, let the song arise, yeah!  

 

Arise - Let the church Arise - Let love reach to the other side 

Alive come alive - Let the song Arise 

Everyone sing a new Hallelujah – Everyone sing a new Hallelujah! 


