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From your Rector 
 

Blessings to you in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

Friends, it is good to be back home. We have the changing of the seasons officially upon us. The 

leaves have turned into bright golds and oranges. Late harvest is occurring and the wonders of 

creation are calling our attention to consider the changes we have undergone and continue to 

experience. As I was praying Morning Prayer on Tuesday, Psalm 78 spoke to me of the 

challenges and complaints of the Israelites during their oppression, starvation, lostness, and a 

desire for basic sustenance. And in this psalm, it recounts the marvelous deeds of God 

responding in our times of crisis, but there is always a call for us to respond in gratitude and to 

have a change of heart.  

 

I think this psalm speaks to our time. It’s true in these pandemic times that social strife and the 

challenges of adapting to our situation have certainly caused a lot of grumbling. However, I 

would equally argue God has given us many blessings and continues to fulfill his covenant with 

us by blessing us with what we need in many ways. For example, our excellent health care 

system and accessibility to technology for most Canadians have allowed us to adapt our lives in 

new ways.  

 

If there is one blessing that is overlooked in society and in the church, it is the importance of 

maintaining and growing our relationships with each other in the name of God’s love and God’s 

forgiveness. As we enter into a more uncertain time with the changing of seasons, we are 

reminded that our situation will more than likely change once again. Maybe now is the time not 

only to pray for one another, but reach out to others we have forgotten about and be in prayer 

with them. What I am suggesting is perhaps we could develop pray partners and friendships 

during the colder months when we become more isolated.  

 

In the changing of the seasons we have now reopened for church services at 9 and 11 am while 

still having our online service at 10:15am via YouTube. It is good to meet in person again! This 

coming Sunday, September 20, there will be a Eucharist Service at both 9 and 11am services 

following the strict and safe procedures outlined by Bishop Jane Alexander. If you want to join 

one of our in-person services please book online at http://www.worshipbooking.ca/  or leave a 
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message on the church office phone. As we are still not permitted to sing at in-person services, 

Myrna will provide instrumental music at the 11 am thanks to Myrna. Thank you Myrna! 

 

I would encourage everyone to pray for Bishop Jane and her administration as they continue to 

work tirelessly to adapt our policies concerning our reopening plans when government changes 

are made. I think it is easy to overlook the fact there is a lot being done behind the scenes in 

our church to continue to ensure that we both can have the sacraments and church services 

while maintaining safe protocols.  

 

I would also encourage everyone to pray for the ministers of the church and for our church 

community. For many of us it is relatively easy or comfortable for us to meet together or online 

because we feel less threatened by the pandemic or have the technology. This can’t be said for 

everyone.  

 

I have also restructured my days off, which will be Thursday and Friday barring any emergency 

(i.e. death or pastoral care emergency). After much prayer, reflection and discussions with 

colleagues, to continue to work seven days a week is dangerous for my personal health.  It also 

takes away from my family time.  What this also means, since now that I live among you way 

out in rural Parkland County and with COVID-19, I will be doing all visits and pastoral calls by 

appointment only. Just phone to schedule an appointment to see me. 

 

Know of my prayers for you and your loved ones. 

 

May God bless you this autumn season and may your beauty and colours change as the season 

does, 

 

 

The Reverend William Isenor, OFS+ 
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From the Altar Guild 
Submitted by Judy Kesanko 

 

The Altar Guild would like your help in giving thanks to Our Lord for this year of good growing. Parishioners 
are asked to help the guild ladies enhance our church for the Thanksgiving Service, as you always do. 

Because of the video recording of the online service on Saturday, October 10th, the Altar Guild will receive 
your gifts of flowers and garden produce at the church on Friday morning, October 9th, between 9:30 a.m. 
and noon. 

With thanks, 

 

The Altar Guild 
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Winter Online Auction 

The ACW are hosting another online auction this November and are seeking donations!  

Did you know, a tax receipt is available for donations of new purchases with a receipt? 

Donations for the auction can be dropped off at the Church on Thursday afternoons, beginning 
October 15. Alternately, please call the church at 780 962 5131 or email at 

presidentacw@gmail.com to arrange for them to be picked up. 

We are accepting new and gently used donations until November 15. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 

Here is a list of the most popular items from our last auction: 

Face masks 

Dinner/Dining 

Musical instruments 

Electronics 

Crafts (quilts, handicrafts, wooden crafts) 

Gift baskets (coffee, chocolate, wine etc)  

Kitchen sets (wash cloths, pot holders, trivets) 

Books 

Gift cards 

 

Auction Website 

https://www.32auctions.com/acwwinterauction 

 

Auction Dates: 

November 20-27 2020 
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Upcoming Parish Events 
 

Oct. 4, Feast of St. Francis of Assisi falls on a Sunday this year, so the blessing of the 
Animals will take place outdoors at 3pm Oct. 3.  It will be a socially distant event and 
simple.  So bring your fur family member. 

Bible Study will continue on October 5 at 7pm and it will be on the first of week of each 
month thereafter facilitated through Zoom. 

On YouTube, beginning Oct. 12 and continuing the second week of each month, there 
will be a Franciscan Devotional Series to offer questions and to guide personal prayer 
devotions. 

Socially-Distanced Socials are happening on Wednesdays at the church at 10am.  Bring 
your own beverage. 

Film, Faith and No Food will continue beginning Wednesday Oct. 14 and will continue 
second Wednesday of each month.  Please phone the church office and leave a message 
to register.  You will have to bring your own beverage.  Limit is 50 people. 

 

 

Getting in touch with Rev. Billy 
Rev. Billy is available for prayer and pastoral care via phone 780-699-6480 or online via 
Zoom. Refer to the Pandemic Page  on the church website for more information. 

Also check out his YouTube channel where he has been posting various services, devotions, 
children’s talks and so much more 
@ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL0-88TkSlNLsAEeJgOCT6g?view_as=subscriber 

Don’t forget to subscribe to his channels to get his latest videos. 
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